Madame de St. Point,
Distinguished Social
Philosopher and Poetess,
Argues That Our Servants
Are Still Essentially Slaves
and That We Must Replace

Them by Business Employes

By Mme. Valentine de St. Point

The Brliliant Parisian Poetess and Grandnlece of the Great Lamartine.

N an nauons of the whlte race,
I whether In Europe or America, there
In a crisis known as Lhe “servant
nuestlon,” a crisls which is exceedingly
dlstressing and contlnually grows worsse
Ingtead of hetter.

Every domestic seems o delest his or
her master more and more and ali
employera exhibit a growing distrust of
thelr gervants. The two classaes are now
ifrreconecllable  enemies whom encial
habits have forced (o live together. Karh
rlde accuses the other of being the sols
causa of the trouble. Doth are equally
wrong. Like all other social troubles,
this onpe cannot be imputed to any par-
tleular elazs. The evil is general and the
cause of the evil is general also. It arises
from the very nature of modern life,

s The negative virtues of devolion and
resignation which made a good servant
in other davs exist no longer. In life as
the serving clasges accepted it formerly
there was no place for the slightest de-
rlra of llberty or for the mMan¥ WAanls
which are now increasing from day to
dav. Such humility cannot exist in mod-
ern life. Formerly a home and food guar-
antecd by the masters answered all the
Very

the

material requirements of servants.
smnall wages meant luxury, a little store
of money to he sel aside for the future.
To-day the most untrained maid is am-
bitioue to dress herself exactly like her

mistress. Her needs, her tastes and her
desires are the same; the degree of re-
finement alone varles. Small wages are

entirely inadequate tn satisfy any of tha
girl's ambitions,

I'rom these conditions there has arisen
{n Europe a system of larceny among our
earvanta disguised under various pretty
pames, The nominal wages are nothing
compared to the rommissions collected
an all kinds of purchases, which vary
from small sums up to very large ones in

omes of the rieh. The servanis
e o thelr duties

ftave little concern about
ta their employers: they are only con-
cerned 1o retain the largest possible

share of the money which passes through
their hands,

The Modern Servant
a Rebel in the House.

The masters who feel that their prop-
eriy {8 being devoured in =pite of all the
ﬂﬂ'o-rts they make to prevent it can hava
no econfidence in these hostile creatures,
who are vet familiar with 1_lmir most
private anairs, who are glanderers by
hahit and who feel obliged to drag their
emplorers morally in tive mud, in order to

prove that they, the servants, are ii1-
treated, The servant js set apart a
gtranger in the house where he lives.

How then can we expect that he should
regard otherwlise than as nl_n encmy the
rmployver who spoils his lQi-.-*., .

Among the servants ol [m'mpr davs
the humiliating side of the calling was
forgotten in the sense of duty and devo-
tion which made tnem take the part of
their masters in everything for the sake
of the good name of the family. 1t seemed
to them that a little of this good name
belonged 1o them, and this moral ideal
ralsed them above the purely material
flate of domestic service,

To-day these old feelings no longer

exist., The servant shares the malerial
life of his master but has no senze of
moral unity with him.
* The trouble arises hecause we have
retained ancient habits and customs, and
hava not changed them to sult 1hae
changed ideas of the present day. The
political and legal rights which have
been conferred by the system of equal-
ity have been put into force. The cor-
responding duties are less attractive, They
have not yet been fully defined. Ser-
vanis are no longer servants, bul wvot
they are not anything else. Tor the mo-
ment they are only parasites, lodged with
a master who has become for them an
enemy to he envied and despoiled.

The excessive individualism which pre-
vails prevents them from being interested
in the affairs of their masters but leads
them to pursue their own interests wilh-
out remembering that most often it
would be more profitable to make one
agree with the other,

Aristocracy established long ago a sys-
tem of slavery which was in harmony
with ita ideal. Democracy has not vet
solved the problem of replacing that sys-
tem. Present-day domestic service is
only a transient and defeclive siate of

slaves, bearing the most sumptuous
slavery. T'rue servants always have been
elaves. The “good servants” whose ser-

vices we enjoved up to the beginning of
the nineteenth century were the direct

descendants of
differed from
speet.

the anclent slaves
them In no essential
Our “had gervants” of to-day are
still slaves fn outward form, but revoli-
ing more or lessg .‘FHF‘(T:S}'fll”}' againgt
thelr condition,
In the luxurious life nf Oriental, Greek
toman .:m:lrla:if_\‘ ahounded,
They formed the majority of the inhab-
ianta of a State ritlerdd by a
For these privileged
antd material
Fvery mneceszary

ant!

ro.

nr Elaves

which
yery resiricted elite
sordid
unknown,

waas

persons  ajl cares

were BET-
vieca of the household or the care of thelr

persons was faithfully performed by the

slaves. At every step of the master a
slave atlended, trained to vield absolute
obedieneo, Al meal times innumeralils

A French Print of the Eighteenth
Century Showing a French Lady of
Title Being Assisted Out of Bed in

the Morning by Her Maid.

ishes, moved among the guests, satisfy-
ing or anticipating every desire.

As the slaves had been thoroughly
adapted to their existence thev did nos
su¥er from it They were lgnoramt of
any other ideal and they were happy.
Their ambition did not go bevond a pos
sible enfranchisement which mizght make
them small tradesmen and which would
change Lheir condltion very little. They
worked with good will for the bhenetit of
the master, because they knew that they
profited by it. When the master grew
vich their labor deereased, becanse the
number of slaves was proportionately in-
creasel.

A certain hierarchy of duties was es-
tablished among them in which various
abilities might achieve a certain degree
of comfort and leisure. In this aristno
cratic social life material wants were
much more resiricted Lhan with us, hath
for the masters and the slaves. T
masters did not trouble their minds with
material requirements, which they left
entirely to their slaves.  All their pre
oceupations were of an intellectual. sen-
sual or aestletic nature. They lived in
and for bheauty, demigods for whom their
slaves mmuitiplied time and created per-
petual leisure,

I'rom this point of view, slavery was
an element of civilization of the first im-
portance. If the Mediterrancan civiliza-
tion, which we have inherited and witlh-
out which our world would he very dif-
ferent from what it is to-day, had nol ac-
cepted slavery it would not hava de-
veloped so magnificently as it did. In
an age when speed did not exist, when

e
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team, eleeiric
ery had nob «

¥ oand perfected
{ me to multiply th
work of man, those who were thinke
inventors, artists, dizscoverers and cre
'ators would not have been able to work
s0 effectively as they dul i their time
had been taken up by the material cares
from which the siaves saved them.  The
progress of civilization would, at leasr,
have been infinitely slower.

Without slavery the great public works,
highways, bridges, aqueduets, cireuses
and temples, which were the necossary
elements of ancient civilization, could not
have been executod,

Thus, what is considered & monstrosifv
by our modern minds, impressed with
equality and lillerty, was, in anoither age,
& thing harmonious, useful, capable of
frecing human thonght, and for (hese req-
sons perfectly moral, when the conditions
of the time are. taken into considern-
tion.

So eomplete was the submission ol the
slave that he expected to be beaten or
killed when he displeased his master,
and he even gave his lite (or the amuse-
ment of his lord The gladiators who
killed one another for the amusement
of Roman sociely were a class of ser-
vanls,

Even in those davs there were ocea-
sional yearnings for (reedom in the

1 Copyright, 1516, by the Star Company.
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Their

“Roman Slaves Dens

Slaves were the first domestic servants,

In the early ages it was the custom
of the conquering armies to bring back the men, women and children of the
defeated foe and hold them in servile bondage., Nothing was ton menial, nothing
too abhorrent or dangerous for the slave. Thus the slave performed every require-
ment of houschold, domestic and personal service, .and was sent into the bhloady
arena 1o amuse the master.

Mme, de Saint Point contends that this old theory of slavery hus come on down
through the ages and prevails to-day in the relations of misfress and servant in
our modern twenlieth century civilization. This picture below illustrates (he
prevailing idea now that nothing is too servile for a household servant 1o be made
to perform. The average red-blooded American youth, if given his choice hetween
facing the lions in the arena and attending to-the toilet of a pet dog, would probably

choose to he found in the picture above on this page rather than in the photograph
printed below,

e B et

with Foofman Caring for Her Pel Dog.

hreast of some excoptional siaves Spar trihuted to the dovelopment of eiviliza-
tien=, a glvliator of the Roman arenas, Lion, ¢

lod & wondertul revolt of the slives o But as this ancient aristocratie itleal
servants thal delied the Roman authorl uz changed slnce the Fronch itevoli-
ties for vears. e was a great pioneer tion, obliterating  proz sively  differ-
of equality, but he was far alead ol his

‘enees in social condition and estroving

time, vaste, awd ending in the modern detng-

e idea of personal faithfalness (o cratie jdea of equality, donu Servien
dearh was always part of the ideal of s beeome l'-’}ll]}!fl:lﬂi Ploties service
domestic soryviee In the davs of our

implies 14 veritable bhadily service, which
is the negation of all equality of rights
and of personality,

The abolition of slavery was o logical
act and an inevitable affirmation of tha
democratic ideal, but (o he consistent
with itsel and in harmony with all jts
principles democratic society ought to
suppress domestic service,

We shall reach this point before
from foree of necessiy, with or without
a change in the laws. 1t is hetter to face
this question at onee and tind a rational
solution for it rather than to flovndor
ahout in our present miserios it is
hetter that every person shonhl cidueatre

grandfathers a pood servant was ready
to be heaten and killed in defense of his
master’'s interests.

Constant attention to the hodily needs
af the master Is an eszential charicter
istic of slavery as of triue
serviee. We see the slaves seraping and
massuging the bodics of their lords ami
Ludies in .the Roman baths.  The in
timate caves, which were required of a
gervant in our luxurious eighteonth con-
tury life .in France, were not less a
form of slavery than the Roman kind,
and the one who yields such serviee
must always bo a slave,

As long as an arigtocratic ideal ruled

domestie

long

: himsell and be able (o do without the
the relations of men, as long as a cloarly ridiciwlons  domestic sorvice ol to<lay,
defined hierarchy kept every man in the whieh is a parody of siavery and rosnlts
class that his father belonged to: in fact, only in llf‘ﬁ!";u“]:;,f_{ morally. the [,,:i;;[,~,-
as long as one was born a noble or a and servant. ]
bourgenls, an artisan or a slave, domes- Whila the servant trouble a8 very

R lie service, taking the form of a com: vexatious among the old nations of

parative slavery, was possible, and enn-

Europe, where a certain class still de-
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votes {tself nominally to domestle

service, the trouble in, America is mueh

greater. \_
© It s natural that the Tebels who
created the great Republie shonld not
have founded a class of servants.

The emigrants driven later from
Furopean countries by poverty and at

tracted by the higher wagesa of Americs
are not disposed toward the narrow life
of the servant,

igenorant their

They are also entirels
callinz,  They submi
to It only as a temporary means o
existence, while they are looking for
a better opportunity to make a new
carcer. Such persons can never make
good servants. 1ney are lacking in the
essential quality of 1he servant — sub
misszion.

As to professional servants from En
rope, there are too few of them for the
growing needs which the immense Amer
iean prosperity is croating daily.  Thu
it happens that among American servant:

of

ill-feeling toward their employers hat
been raised to the dignity of a prin
ciple. They bring to it a harsh i1l will

siipported by a labor organization whick
insures them ngainst all risks. 'They are
the true masters of the honzehold. Thera
5 no end to their exactions, and will
be none until you suppress them alto
gether,

Americn owes {t to herselfl to suppress
domestic serviee and show a method ol
realizing this capital social reform lo the
old traditionalist nations of Eurape. This
act would be a worthy completion of the
struggle which Ameriea began in the Jast
reneration for the abolition of slavery.

No country is better prepared (o find
the means of Accomplishing this reform.
The importance of club life in America,
the great development of life outsida the
home, suggest the methods that may be
followed.  Americans must step forward
boldly and go resolutely to the end. Tha
prictical sense and the thorough under-
standing of comfort. which characterize
Americans, are guarantees that they will
sieceed in this experiment, i

The True Solution of
the Servant Problem.

You must suppress domestic service far,
thesa reasons: 1. Becausa tha servant
hias become unattached, and Iz a srrange'
and hostile element in a united household
which e or she disorganizes. o Beeause,
the state of domestic service or modifled
slavery., not hionestly acenpted with all
its consequences, is degrading, like every
Livpoe . % Beeanse the habir of al-
ways vielling to the eapricos of servanls,'
inorder to avaid disorganizing the house
hold every day, is cowardly and degrad-
inz. 4. Beeause domestic servies which
u'l_':u‘hr'a' One person to another and keeps,
him constantly at his arders is humili-
iing 10 a being who wishes (o he free, |
fid
o do away with servants wlio balong
to the different ideals and the lnxuriona
domestic life of other days we muat: |
L. Limit as far as possible the require.
ments of strictly personal service, with
out, of course, abandoning those which
are essential to the refinement of
= Perform oneself suech domestic work
a5 does n Occipy too much time and
leave the rest to non domestic specialists)
o, Organize life in common on a cn.
aperative basis so as o replaca by ma-
chinery much that has been done at homea
hy hand,

life,

1. For all work that cannet be done
by machinery, replace the present ser
vints by husiness  omploves Evers

apartment house or dwellinge hoise ghottil
have a series of specialists who look aftor
the needs of all the nccupants

As long as domestic serviea is not s
pressed slavery will not have bean abol
Ished. It Is to America to zlve slavery
the finishing blow.
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